
BATTISTI: D.A.’S OFFICE RECOMMENDED RELEASE OF VIOLENT 
FELON DAYS BEFORE ALLEGED ARSON AND MURDER 

  
(Binghamton, NY) Today local attorney and Republican candidate for District Attorney Paul 
Battisti sharply criticized the current Broome County District Attorney’s Office, including Chief 
Assistant D.A. Michael Korchak, for reducing charges and recommending the release of a 
previously convicted repeat violent felon just days before he allegedly committed arson and 
murder in Johnson City.  
  
Wilfredo Pica-Torres was arrested and charged with murder, arson and burglary on Monday, 
February 11. Just days prior to the alleged attack, he was being held in the Broome County Jail. 
However, he was released on Friday, February 8, at the recommendation of the District 
Attorney’s Office. 
  
Within days of being released, Pica-Torres allegedly set fire to an apartment building on Walnut 
Street in Binghamton, where one victim was found dead from blunt force trauma and another 
victim was seriously injured. Pica-Torres is accused of making an unauthorized and illegal entry 
into the apartment and attacking both victims with a blunt object. 
  
“The current administration at the District Attorney’s Office is utterly broken,” said Battisti. “Any 
reasonable person would come to the conclusion that a repeat violent offender with a history of 
domestic violence is a threat. Michael Korchak’s Office didn’t see it that way, and that’s exactly 
why we need someone new running the District Attorney’s Office.” 
  
Court documents provided to the news media show that the District Attorney’s Office 
recommended reducing the previous charges against Pica-Torres from a felony to a 
misdemeanor, and that a plea agreement would sentence him to just three years of probation. 
The documents further showed that the District Attorney’s Office specifically recommended that 
Pica-Torres be set free pending his next court appearance. 
  
Pica-Torres had previously been arrested dozens of times and had been convicted of at least six 
felonies, including two violent felonies. He has served four separate State Prison sentences, 
including his last stint at a maximum security facility that ended just eight months ago. 
  
“It breaks my heart that people are suffering – and even dying – in Broome County because the 
District Attorney’s Office, under Korchak’s so-called leadership, is soft on crime,” Battisti added. 
“Korchak’s team was wrong to let Pica-Torres out on the streets. It’s appalling, unacceptable and 
a call to action to the good people of our community.” 
  
Current Chief Assistant District Attorney Michael Korchak is running against Battisti in this year’s 
election for Broome County District Attorney. Korchak has repeatedly claimed that his leadership 
role in the current D.A.’s Office Administration is his biggest qualification to serve as District 
Attorney. 
  
Battisti is a successful private practice attorney with a focus on criminal defense work. During his 
14 years as an attorney, he has handled thousands of cases ranging across every spectrum of the 
law. He is active in the community, volunteering his time as a youth and high school sports coach, 
on the Broome County Drug Treatment Court Team, Broome County Criminal Justice Advisory 
Board, and Broome County Bar Association (Past President), among others. 


